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DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILD LABOUR MONITORING SYSTEM (CLMS) IN 

MALAWI 

The ECLT Foundation is committed to 

collaborative solutions for children and their families that combat the root causes of child labour 

in agriculture. 

Malawi is committed to the elimination of child labour and has ratified all key international 

conventions; it is a signatory to the International Labour Organization (ILO) Conventions on 

Minimum Age (No. 138) and on Worst Forms of Child Labour (No. 182), the United Nations 

(UN) Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989 and the African Charter on the Rights and 

Welfare of the Child, 1990. However, child labour remains a severe problem in the country. 

As part of its effort to support the Government of Malawi advance on this matter, since January 

2020 the ECLT Foundation has funded the implementation of the “Protect the Future: Ending 

Child Labour in the Agriculture Industry in Malawi” (PROCLAIM) Project, aimed at preventing 

child labour and increasing protection in areas where tobacco is grown in Malawi. PROCLAIM 

Project is being implemented in Mchinji and Ntchisi districts, and it builds up on the progress 

achieved by the previous ECLT-funded projects in the country, CLEAR and CLEAR II Projects. 

Increasing access to and quality of basic education, increasing household income and 

livelihood options, increasing community capacity to monitor child labour and transform social 

and gender norms that perpetuate child labour, and strengthening government and agriculture 

industry systems for prevention of child labour and protection of child labourers constitute the 

four immediate objectives of PROCLAIM Project. 
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